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Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


THE Hitavadi of the 11th December says that a scrutiny was lately made 
by the Sub-Inspector of the Baranagar thana into 


HiItavaDI, 
Dec, Lith, 1896, 


A police scrutiny into a Con- 9 meeting which was held some time before at the © 


gress meeting. Belghoria Middle Vernacular School to elect 


delegates for the Congress. It 1s not known whether the police officer did so 
of his own motion or under instructions from his superiors ; but there can be no 
doubt that the officers, whether high or low, who are acting so foolishly are 
diminishing, by their folly, the people’s respect for Government. 

2. ‘The same paper says that the Police Sub-Inspector of Patna asked, on 
his own responsibility, fora warrant for the arrest of 
one Dinabandhu Singh, a very well-to-do man, and 
some others as gamblers. ‘The rumour goes that the Sub-Inspeétor is on bad 
terms with Dinabandhu. Be that as it may, the police officer arrested Dina- 
_bandhu and some others on the strength of the warrant, and pretended to have 
discovered 16 cowries and Rs. 40 at the time of the arrest. Mr. Babonau, 
the City Magistrate of Patna, who tried the case, could find no proof against 
the accused. ‘The accused complained at the trial that they had been hurt bv 
the police, but the Sub-Inspector said that the hurt was due to falls which the 
accused had in their hurry to runaway. If so, why did not the Sub-Inspector 
send the accused to hospital for treatment? It is clear from the Magistrate’s 
judgment that the Sub-Inspector did a very wrong thing. It is hoped that the 
authorities will enquire into the matter and dismiss the Sub-Inspector if he is 
found guilty. 

3. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 12th December writing 

| ioe from Pangsa, inthe Faridpur district, complains that 
_ Oppression by zamindars men Babu Benimadhab Singh, naib in charge of the 
in the Faridpur district. ‘ : 

Indigo concern of the Narail estate, unlawfully 
takes occupation of the lands of raiyats, especially of those who possess 
land on tne chur, for purposes of indigo cultivation. This act of the naib will 
produce very serious consequences in a year of distress like the present. 

The peons of the Narail estate cutcherry oppress the people in various ways. 
They take fish, milk, vegetables from their sellers in the bazar without paying 
any price, and do not hesitate to abuse people, high and low, in the filthiest 
language imaginable. The cutcherry authorities never attend to any complaints 
brought against the peons. The police of Pangsa is on very intimate terms 
with the cutcherry men, and does not see, or, having its palm well greased by the 
cutcherry people, pretends not to see the oppressions which are committed by 
the zamindars’ men. Only in July or August last the crew of a country boat 
laden with jute, were attacked, beaten and forcibly taken to the cutcherry 
while the police was all the time standing by. It is not known what treatment 
the men underwent in the cutcherry, and what fine they had to pay in order to 
regain their liberty. But the police did not move a finger to rescue them. The 
names of the peons, of the mayhis and of the constables who were present on 
the spot will be published hereafter, if necessary. Se 

The cutcherry people, in short, are all powerful here. And the police is 
their helpmate, People do not venture to complain, lest they should be sub- 
jected to greater oppression. oe 

4, A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 12th December complains of 

| __ oppression by European soldiers stationed at Dia- 
en hon ia soldiers yond Harbour. ‘These men are ill-treating with 
impunity shop-keepers, prostitutes and even gentle- 

men. A Eurasian prostitute who has come with them is openly carrying on her 
trade. The soldiers take things from the shop-keepers by force, break their 
furniture, and beat them if they protest. ‘The police 1s in dread of the soldiers, 
and quite powerless. A few days ago a soldier carried off a bottle of whiskey 
from a wine shop, and the shop-keeper followed him. Pandit Rakhal Chandra 


The Patna gambling case. 


Tewari, an old pleader of Diamond Harbour, crossed the 4ha/ in the same boat 


with the soldier and the shop-keeper. As he was going towards the police-station, 
a soldier stepped up to him, and demanded if he was going to lodge a complaint 
against any of his comrades. He was answered in the negative. But still 


HITAVADI. 


MIHiR-O-SUDHAKAR, 
Dec. 12th, 1896, 


SANJIVANI, 
Dec. 12tb, 1896, 


SANJIVANI, 


Dec, 12th, 1896. 


BaNKURA DaARPAN, 
Dec. 16th, 1896, 


BANKURA DaARPAN. 


TRIPURA PRAKASH, 
First fortnight of 


Agrahayan. 
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he assaulted the pleader, and gave him a severe blow. The Pandit lodged a 
complaint against his assailant in the police-station. ‘he Deputy Magistrate 
sent him to the Commandant, who assured him that he would punish the offender 
if he could be identified. It is, however, very difficult to identify a soldier in 
uniform out of a number. 


5. A correspondent of the same paper complains of police oppression in 
Khulna. One Haran Chandra Das of Nehalpur, in 
the Khulna district, was charged with murder four 
years ago. He remained concealed in the house of a gentleman of Khanka, and 
the local police could not touch his hair. Only a few days ago, Haran Chandra 
was laid up with remittent fever, and wasturned out by the gentleman under 
whose protection he had so long lived. On the 11th November last tie head- 
constable of the Khulna Police, accompanied by a posse of eight constables, went 
to the wine shop where the man was lying, and carried him to the Khulna police- 
station. The rough handling of the police, it is believed, hastened the man’s 
death, and it caused a post-mortem examination to be made of the dead body. 
The deceased did not, therefore, receive the last rites prescribed by his religion. 
The conduct of the Khulna Police should draw the attention of the District 
Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police, of the Inspector-General 
of Police, and of the Lieutenant-Governor. 


6. The Bankura Darpan of the 16th December complains that one Beni 
Majhi, of Chandur, in the Bankura district, a boy of 
13 or 14 years, was, on the 13th December last, 
fraudulently recruited by one Gopinath Majhi, a local cooly-recruiter. Gopi- 
nath used to frequently visit the he, and gradually gained his confidence, and 
then sent him to Assam as a tea-garden cooly. The local police is totall 
ignorant of the movements of the cooly-recruiters, or of the authorities of the 
Bankura cooly depét. It may nat be known to it that on the said 13th Decem- 
ber two coolies were despatched to Assam by the local cooly depét, and Beni 
Majhi was most likely one of these coolies. 


7. The same paper writes that a dead body was, on the 8th December 
last, discovered in asitting posture on a tree by the 
side of the provincial road from Bankura to Rani- 


Police oppression in Khulna. 


A cooly case. 


A dead body long unnoticed. 


ganj. The dead body had been in that posture on the tree for the last ten or 


fifteen days without attracting the notice of the local pelice, and it was brought 
down to the Bankura police-station on the 9th December after the matter had 
been brought by the writer to the notice of the police authorities. The dead 
body, however, is now too disfigured to be identified. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


8. In reference to the case in which Babu Ramapati De, Munsif of 
Brahmanbaria, in the Tippera district, issued a rule 
against one Kunja Mohan Chakravarti, requiring 
him to show cause why he should not be prosecuted for contempt of court, and 
in which, on the motion of the accused, the District Judge of ‘Tippera declared 
the Munsif’s proceedings illegal, and ordered him either to cancel the proceed- 
ings or to make over the case to him under section 38 of the Civil Courts Act 
(Report on Native Papers for 17th October, paragraph 12), the Tripura Prakash 
for the first fortnight of Agrahayan says that though, in order to prevent further 
harassment and oppression of Kunja Mohan, the District Judge’s order had 
been sent in all haste by post to the Munsif, and had reached the latter on 
the morning of the 25th September, the following day being the day fixed b 
the Munsif for the hearing of the rule, and though Kunja Mohan himself had, 
by a registered letter, informed the Munsif of his inability to attend court on 
that day and asked the Munsif’s forgiveness therefor, the Munsif issued a fresh 
rule against Kunja Mohan, requiring him to show cause why he should not be 
prosecuted for disregarding his order to attend his court on the 26th Septem- 
ber. Kunja Mohan again sought the District J wees protection, and this time 


the Judge, expressing disgust at the Munsif’s conduct, stopped all proceedings 
against Kunja Mohan, and ordered the papers to be 


Arbitrary conduct of a Munsif. 


sent up to him. 
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Ramapati Babu’s conduct ‘has really startled everybody. That a Judicial 
Officer can be actuated by such a vindictive motive is what few could believe 
before Kunja Mohan’s case occurred. It is needless to point out what pecuniary 
loss the poor persecuted Brahman has been subjected to. No onecan say how 
much he would have suffered if a man like Mr. Cox had not been the District 
Judge, and if two pleaders of the Judge’s Court had not taken up his cause 
gratis. ‘This is not the first time that Babu Ramapati De has shown what stuff 
he is made of. According to the Kasipur Nivast newspaper he has left names 
. Patuakhali, Barisal, and Pabna, which will not be easily. forgotten in those 

ACES. 3 
: 9. The same paper has the following :— 
eof Tj Babu Govinda Chandra Basak, Munsif of Kasba, 
eens in the Tippera district, has given notice to the 
Hitavadi newspaper that he will prosecute it for defamation. The Hitavadi has 
given a reply to the notice, We did not, however, consider it at all necessary 
to reply to a similur notice, couched in China Bazar English, which we received 
from the same quarter. Basak Babu probably thinks that the notice he has 
given us, and our fear of a prosecution, will prevent us from telling the truth 
about him. We would not have taken up our present profession of a journalist 
if we had been so chicken-hearted. We tell Basak Babu plainly, let him pro- 
ceed against us in a law court if he has the courage to do so. But Basak Babu 
has not that courage. We feel ashamed to publish all the reports that we have 
received against him. A long affidavit against him is only awaiting submission 
to the District Judge. If the charges mentioned in the affidavit be true, then 
one can have no hesitation in saying that he is a disgrace to the Bench, 
10. The same paper cannot understand under what law Mr. Radice, 
Magistrate of Tippera, issued a notice against the 
of as of the Magistrate collecting panchayats in the district, requiring 
ppera. 
them to show cause why they shou!d not be fined 
for neglect of duty in not already submitting to him the returns of tanks 
within their respective areas. Section 8 of the Chaukidari Act provides, it is 
true, for the fining of chaukidani panchayats for neglect of duty. But does the Act 
anywhere lay it down as a duty of the panchayats to fill up and submit returns 
of tanks? ‘The language of the notice, moreover, was highly objectionable. 
The panchayats are not paid servants of Government, but are respectable 
men who ought not to be addressed in terms which might be applied to accused 
persons in criminal cases. 
11. S.K. M. Mohamed and Rowshon Ali, writing from Maguradangi, 
Pangsa thana, Faridpur district, in the Mthir-o- 
The Pangsa case against the Oydhdkar of the 12th December, say that in conse- 
naibs of the Narail estate. yg ; ° . 
quence of the writings in the two previous issues 
of this paper, the Folice Inspector of Rajbari has charged Jadunath Joardar, 
Benimadhab Singh, Ramendra Mohan Singh and Rajanikanta Basu, naibs of 
the Narail estate, with oppressing the raiyats, and has let off only his friend 
Sayaram Rai, another naib, as innocent. The accused will be tried by Babu 
Rajani Nath Chatterji, Deputy Magistrate of Goalundo. As the case has been 
investigated by a Hindu officer, and will be tried by a Hindu officer, it is for 
the Government to consider what justice the Musalman complainants can 
expect to be done to them under these circumstances. The case should be 
tried by a commission sitting in the village. And, in order to prevent at least 
the Musalman witnesses from giving false evidence for fear of the cutcherry 
people, they should be made to keep the Koran on their heads when giving 
at + wat Much truth can be brought to light if Munshi Elahi Baksh, Munshi 
Abdus Sattar, Abdul Jubbar and Abdul Wajed, residents of Maguradangi, are 
examined in this way. It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will see that 
no miscarriage of justice occurs in this case. 

12. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 14th December recom- 

mends Mr. K. M. Chatterji, a Judge of the Cal- 


The officiating post of Chief eutta Small Cause Court, for the post of Chief 
Judge of theCalcutta Small Cause Judoe left temporarily vacant by Mr. Handley, 


— who has gone home, on a leave of absence, for nine 
months. Mr, Chatterji is a Barrister, and even his enemies cannot question 


his ability. 
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13, The same paper is glad that a 8 ecial pension of Rs. 5,400 a year | 
has been granted to Maulvi Abdul Jubbar, Khan 
Special pension to Maulvi Abdul Bahadur. He is a man of undoubted ability, grea: 
courtesy and wide sympathy. He is an orthodox 


Musalman, and is respected by Hindus and Musalmans alike. 


(d)—Education. 


14. The Sahachar of the 9th December writes as follows :— 

The legal and medical professions being over- 
crowded, many distinguished University graduates 
are now-a-days entering the education service. If 
Government had given proper encouragement to these men, the necessity of 
bringing out professors from England would in time have been removed, and 
the work of the Education Department would have been efficiently carried on at 
a mucb smaller cost than what Government has now to incur. But the new 
reorganisation scheme will deter distinguished native graduates from seeking 
entrance into this Department, because native educational officers will be paid 
very poorly under this scheme, and will have poor prospects before them. 
The European officers, however, will receive handsome salaries. In makin 
this arrangement, Government has departed from the policy which it has 
followed in every other department of the public service. In the Judicial 
Service, it appoints natives as District and even as High Court Judges. In the 
Executive Service, natives are appointed District Magistrates, and even as 
Divisional Commissioners Under the old scheme, the Education Service itself 
contained some native officers in its superior branch. But under the new 
organisation of the education service, natives will be entirely excluded from 
its superior branch. Many people are anxious to know who is the real 
author of this scheme. The issue of the Amrita Bazar Patrika for the 25th 
November last says that it is Sir Charles Elliott, the Lieutenant-Governor 
at whose hands Bengal suffered so many injuries, who is primarily responsible 
for the reconstitution that is going to be made of the Education Service. 
Sir Charles laboured under the mistake that very small salaries sufficed for 
native officers, and he, therefore, thought it unnecessary to entertain highly-paid 
native officers in the Education Department. He first chalked out the schemein 
his own mind, and proposed its execution to the then Officiating Director of Public 
Instruction, Mr. Tawney. Mr.‘lTawney could not see bis way to support it, and 
told the Lieutenant-Governor that if it was the Government’s object to 
retrench educational expenditure, that could be done by abolishing one or two 
of the Mufassal Colleges. Mr. Tawney also pointed out that a general reduction 
of the salaries of the native officers in the Education Department would deter 
competent natives from entering that service. According to the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika, Mr. Tawney had to retire before his term of service was completed, simply 
because of this difference with Sir Charles Elliott. The scheme was then laid 
before Sir Alfred Croft. He, too, protested against it, and his difference with 
the Lieutenant-Governor was probably the cause of his going away on furlough 
shortly after the commencement of Sir Charles Elliott’s administration. 
Dr. Martin then came in as Officiating Director of Public Instruction, and 
allowed himself to be made a tool in the hands of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
He is now, again, at the head of the Education Department, and will shortly 
rag | the scheme into effect. The matter for regret is that such an injury to 
the Education Department will be done under Sir Alexander Mackenzie. 


15. The same paper regrets to hear that the Viceroy will allow the 
graduates of the Calcutta University to elect only 
two Fellows on the Ist January next. A few days 
ago the B.A’s. of the Calcutta University held a meeting to agitate the question 
why they should not get the privilege of voting at the University elections. 
It was hoped that Lord Elgin would take the matter into his consideration. 
But it now appears that those who indulged in this hope were grievously 
mistaken. Far from extending the elective privilege in the University, the 
Viceroy seems disposed to curtail it. There must be some fault in the very 


atmosphere of India, or a liberal-minded man like Lord Elgin would not change 
in this way. 


The reorganization of the educa- 
tion service. 


The next University election. 
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16. Referring to the Government grant of Rs. 18,000 per annum for the 


establishment of an agricultural school in connec- 

pene agricultural school sion with the Sibpur Engineering College, the 
Pratikar of the 11th December writes as follows :— 
Boys of the cultivator class will not certainly gain anything by studying 

in this institution. Probably they will not even be admitted to it. Bovs of 
genteel birth alone will read there, and will go out to write newspaper articles on 
agriculture. This is the manner in which agriculture is proposed to be 


improved in this country ! 
17. A correspondent of “4 Mitavadi of the 11th December finds fault 
. i with certain arrangements made in the Bihar 
nel anna. Snaeatealanenns Engineering School by the Principal, Mr. Ewbank. 
Mr. Ewbank has appointed three fresh Bihari graduates as mathematical teachers, 
and appointed a European as Superintendent of the Workshop. Mr. Ewbank 
would have probably done better to have appointed only one graduate as 
mathematical teacher and to have given the two other teacherships to men 
possessed of engineering training. The European Superintendent appointed b 
him is not doing his work satisfactorily. Mr. Ewbank has rrr the able 
Bengali workmen and taken Bihari workmen in their place. He is also 
compelling the students to buy a set of carpenters’ tools, at a cost of Rs. 10, 
telling them that Government has not tools enough at its disposal to serve for 
them all. It is said that there were tools enough in the Industrial School to 
serve for twice as many students as now study in the Engineering School. 
Where are those tools gone? The students are also being made to pay for the 
wood which they are set to fashion. Such an arrangement does not obtain 
anywhere else. 
Government h-s not yet sanctioned a Superintendent as well as four other 
additional teachers and three or four workmen for the school. It is hoped that 
fit men will be appointed in those capacities. | 


18. A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 12th December complains 
ae that the primary and middle schools in Nadia are 
“ aga and Middle Schools in danger. Mr. Westmacott, that great enemy of 
: high education in this country, is bent upon dealing 
a death-blow to their existence. In 1886, when the management of these 
schools was handed over to the District Board, the income derived from the 
pounds and ferries was also handed over to that body for the purpose of 
meeting the expenses of management. The Board was at the same time advised 
to spend every year ten thousand rupees on middle and thirteen thousand 
rupees on primary schools. This year the Board has allotted only nine thousand 
rupees for the middle schools. But the Commissioner is going to lay his hands 
on even this small allotment. He has instructed the District Board to spend 
fifteen thousand rupees, of which three thousand are to be drawn from the 
educational allotment. He has also ordered that the expenses incurred on 
account of the charitable dispensaries should be met from the pound and ferry 
funds, #.e., from the educational allotments. In the new budget about Rs. 3,179 
have been drawn from the educational allotment on this account, and the 
Commissioner has instructed the Board to stop the payment of aid to middle 
schools. The very existence of these schools is now threatened. The money 
saved by starving them to death will be of no avail in mitigating a famine so 
widespread and acute, but their abolition will throw many school-masters out 
of employment and reduce them to starvation. In this distress the Government 
is not going to reduce its educational expenditure. Why then should the Nadia 
District Board be made to curtail its educational allotments? The Lieutenant- 
Governor is a sincere believer in education, and he should not allow the Com- 
missioner of the Presidency Division to take this pe a of gratifying 
the grudge he has so long ed entertaining against middle education. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


19. The General and Gauhari Asfi of the 8th December writes as follows :— 
The Lieutenant-Governor said that the Municipal 

The — Lieutenant-Governor's Commissioners of Calcutta spent a good deal of 
a oe time in making speeches. In order to free the 
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Calcutta Municipality from this defect, His Honour mtends to vest-its executive 
with stronger power, There must be some practical men among the Municip 
ommiasioners, All the-difficulties which: attend municipal administration. in 
Calcutta, as: well as in other towns, are due-to the-absence of competent men on 
the Municipal: Boards. When tis defect: is tobe met with everywtiers, His 
Honour’s speech: should not be regarded.as having: contained imputations upon 
the Calcutta Corporation alone: 

20. The Sahachar of the 9th December writes as follows:— . 

We beg to say a few words both to the Commis- 

The | —— sioners’ of the» Calcutta Municipality’ and.to the 

a Lieutenant-Governor, and we hope that both will 
take our words in an-‘unbiassed' spirit: : 

The Municipal’ Commissioners admit’ the existence of filthy spots ‘in the 
town, but they want to throw. the entire blame of the thmg on their’ Health 
Officer. It is true theit present Health Officer has not been able to: work in’ har- 
mony with them. But does that absolve: the Commissioners: from the duty, 
which was clearly theirs of seeing whether their Health Officer was doing his 
own duty or not? It is suspected that there is a breach in the Commiissioners* 
own camp, that the Native and the European Commissioners do not’agree with 
each other, and that this circumstance has been taken advantage of by the 
executive to neglect their work. The Lieutenant-Governor only wishes to‘see 
that the municipality was doing its best'to cleanse the town, and His Honour 
would certainly have,no cause for complaint if this work was satisfactorily 
done, That the Lieutenant-Governor was not actuated by any bad motive in 
rebuking the Commissioners, is clear from the fact that’ he praised them’ where ~ 
they deserved praise, namely, in the matter of drainage and water-supply. 
Mr. Risley, too, has, in his letter to the Medical Board, clearly said that the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s object was not to rebuke the Commissioners, but’ simply 
to exhort them to keep good terms with their executive. After this, the Com- 
missioners will act unwisely to further agitate the’ matter. Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie: is. a well-wisher of the Bengalis and a true friend of Local-Self- 
Government. It was he who, a: Secretary ofthe Government of India, under 
Lord Ripon, was: instrumental in inaugurating Local Self-Government in the 
= To quarrel: with such a. Lieutenant:Governor will be exceedingly 
foolish. 


On the other hand, we beg to point out to the Lieutenant-Governor that 
if he had looked into the motives of the Commissioners he would have found 
nothing wrong there. He ought also to have advised the Health Officer’ to act 
in harmony with the Commissioners. It is His Honour’s duty to establish good 
relations between the Commissioners and their executive, and the public will 
be grateful to him if he can bring about good terms between them. The 
elective system in the Calcutta Municipality is yet a new institution, and it 
cannot be expected that within so short atime the elected Commissioners will 
be found perfect in. every respect. His Honour should remember the good 
work. which has already been done by these’ Commissioners, Before the 
inauguration of the elective system, Calcntta was a veritable hell, and now, 
compared with what it was, itis a paradise! A sapling requires tending to 

ow up into a large tree, and the Lieutenant-Governor should.not be angry with 
the Commissioners if they have failed, within: so short a time, to make ‘Calcutta 
an ideal town. The municipality is still at a stage of growth, when: it 
a kind and indulgent treatment at the hands of the ruler of the Province, 
and it is hoped. that henceforward Sir Alexander Mackenzie will not only see 
and try to correct the faults of the Municipality, but will also appraise the 
good work done by it at its true value. 


In conclusion,, we cannot but take exception to the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
suggestion that the Municipality should pe eat the rate of taxation. The 
Calcutta rate-payers already pay at the rate of 194 per cent. on the annual 
value of their property, and the suggestion about an increase was a thing not 
expected from the present Lieutenant-Governor who is: noted for his‘: kind- 
heartedness and is' more intimately acquainted with the condition of the people 
than-any other European-in India. Any further increase of tha municipal 


taxation -will leave no alternative to a large number of rate-payerg except selling 
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up oe properties; which'they hive posiéssed' for generatiotis, and’ leaving the 
town for good: ! 

21. The Aitavads: of: the 11th December a :—The’ drought’ was not so 
oe there ‘wait a terribld scarcity’ of water at many places 
in Bengal last‘ year.. The sdarcitywas'sb serious as 'to make Government itself’ 
uneasy: The searcity: nfust' prove still-‘more tetrible this year, but’ Government 
is-not: taking the‘best:steps to meetthe crisis: The circular which it has issued 
with a view of: ascertaining’ the extent’ of water scarcity is of a surprising 
character. A-special’ corresporidént writes’ that in the Bankura’ district a form 
requiring information about water scarcity is being issued'to every panchayat, 
in- which one of' the instructions’ given is that‘ tanks and wells which contain 
water all the year round except ih seasons of’ abnormal drought should be 
returned as containing water throughout the year. Every’ tank contains water 
in years in which the rainfall‘is abundant: Ifthe above instruction is therefore 
to be followed in filling in the form for every village, many. tanks will‘ be 
returned as containing water throughout the year, and it will be therefore easy 
to convince Government that'there is no water scarcity. But such returns wi 
be very misleading; as will appear from thw following example. In the village 
of Akui within ‘the Indas thana in the Bankura district, there is* no want of 
tanks which fulfil the requirement stated in the form, and yet there was a 


terrible scarcity of water there last year owing to' drought, only four tanks 


having water that was fit for drinking or bathing purposes. 

It is not nece to add anything to what the correspondent says, The 
people of England, and perhaps‘even the Viceroy himself, do not know how the 
officials collect information in this country. We wish that their attention may 
be directed ‘to the matter, and steps may be taken to save the lives of the people. 

22. The samepaper writes as follows :— 

The Anglo-Indian Editors have taken heart on 
hearing the Lieutenant-Governor abuse the Munici- 
pal Commissioners in his’ rdle’ of Dr. Simpson’s 
advocate. Those Editors would now fain‘ make it out that Dr: Simpson is a 
genius and a most conscientious officer, and that the sanitary condition of 


The _ Lieutenant-Govérnor’s 
Palmer’s Bridge speech. 


Calcutta would not have been so deplorable if the ‘Commissioners: had suffered 


themselves to be guided: by him. en the Lieutenant-Governor has praised 
Dr. Simpson, no one ought to have the least doubt about the Doctor’s super- 
human wisdom. But is the filth of Calcutta, we ask, the accumulation of weeks 
or of years? Dr. Simpson has been for many years Health Officer of Calcutta, 
and it is the duty of the Health Officer to look after the health: of the town. 
The rate-payers allow him a monthly salary of 1,600 rupees out of their hard- 
earned money for doing that work. ‘I'he Lieutenant-Governor says that the 
town is in an awfully filthy condition, and the Medical Board, too, says the 
same thing. There is then no difference of opinion on this point. But how 
comes the town: to be in such a filthy condition? The Commissioners have 
grudged no expense to keep the town in a jhealthy condition. They have sanc- 
tioned an annual expenditure of more than two lakhs of rupees for that purpose. 
They also keep a Health Officer on an enormous salary and a costly anda 
large sani staff. What more could the Commissioners be expected to do? 
Whe then is responsible for the present unsatisfactory condition of the town ? 
Would not the town have’ been less filthy if Dr. Simpson had been a conscien- 
tious officer, if he had been in’the habit of inspecting filthy quarters as well as 
of supervising the: work of his subordinates and attending to the complaints 


of the rate-payers? The Commissioners, too, are not perfectly free from 


blame. 7 are to blame in that they have not upto this time properly | 
r 


supervised Dr. Simpson’s work. If the Commissioners mean to do their 
duty, they should, if they have any sense of self-respect, immediately remove 
an incompetent’ and disobedient officer’ like Dr. Simpson, and’ reform the 
Sanitary Departzhent. The Capital newspaper, too, has recommended this 
course. Thes:Datly: News asks by whom do the Commissioners mean to 
replace ati: able officer like Dr. Simpson? Dr. Simpson's ability is here 
he for granted; but those who have any experience of the way in which 
work.is done iri'the Sanitary Department consider Dr. Simpson a very in- 
competent officer. Englishmen may be kind to Dr. Simpson, who has since his 
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sntment tried his best to please them. He has attended exclusively to the 
improvement of the Caitlal Gunster, as if Calcutta was built only for English- 
men, and as if he received his salary from the English residents alone. It was 
only the phantom of the plague that lately made him turn his eyes towards 
the native quarter. ‘The grievances of native rate-payers receive little atten- 
tion from him. If anybody makes any complaint, the stereotyped reply is 
that the action prayed for has been taken. But, as a matter of fact, nothing 
is done. An order is perhaps issued to the subordinates to take necessary 
action, but no care is taken that the order is carried out. Right or _ wrong, 
there is a widespread impression that the officers of the Calcutta Municipality 
are corrupt, and there is little hope of having a thing rightly or fairly done 
according to the wishes of the rate-payers where a corrupt Municipal Officer 
stands in the way. There is also another reason why the work of the Sanitary 
Department is so badly managed. Dr. Simpson is in the habit of appointing 
Europeans and Eurasians to all offices in his department carrying comparatively 
large salaries, This, however, is a circumstance which has made Dr. Simpson 
very popular with the Anglo Indian community. But as well-educated English- 
men are not to be had on a pay of Rs. 150, Rs. 200 or Rs. 300, it is ignorant 
Englishmen who are so appointed, and as ignorant men are men of no principle, 
and asthe English style of living is a costly one, the men so appointed feel little 
scruplein resorting to unfair means to obtain money. Dr. Simpson ought to be 
removed from his office for these reasons, and if the Commissioners do not take 
this step, the rate-payers will have to interfere. The Commissioners need not 
be anxious for a competent Health Officer when they have such an officer in Dr. 
Rajaninath Sen. Dr. Rajaninath acquitted himself most creditably as Officiat- 
ing Health Officer. | 

If the Lieutenant-Governor makes no reparation for his indiscreet action, 
the Commissioners ought to resign. They should remember that by insulting 
them, the Lieutenant-Governor has insulted the entire body of rate-payers. If 
they do not wish to abuse the trust which the rate-payers have placed in them, 
they should take steps to vindicate their own dignity, or their own dignity as 
well as that of the rate-payers will be compromised 

The Lieutenant-Governcr has abused the entire body of Commissioners, 
and the European Commissioners, too, therefore, share the condemnation. Will 


they not, under these circumstances, make oommon cause with the native 


Commissioners ? 
23. <A Calcutta correspondent of the same paper writes as follows: -- 


oa + well Lieutenant-Governor has blamed the 
Be = unicipal Commissioners for the filthy condition of 
ORs ne the ni But it is sure he does nat know how 
badly the work of the Sanitary Department is done. I know from persunal 
experience that the officers of that department are most inattentive to the 
cleanliness of the town, and are very negligent in making inspections. Com- 
plaints made to the Health Officer are not attended to. On receiving a compiaint 
he probably issues the necessary orders, but he does not take care to see whether 
or not his orders are executed. Here isan example: About three months ago 
I complained to the Health Officer about the filthy condition ot a cowshed near 
my house, and prayed that the cowshed might be inspected and orders passed 
for keeping it clean. I received a reply to the effect that an inspection had 
been made. But nothing of the kind. About a month and-a-half ago, when 
the fear of a bubonic plague greatly exercised the town, I again represented the 
matter to the Health Officer, but with no better success. This time, too, the 
same stereotyped reply came. It is for you, Mr, Editor, to judge who is 
responsible for the filthy condition of the town, Dr. Simpson or the Comniis- 
sloners ‘ 

24. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 12th December complains 
iit ie an that District Boards have not fulfilled the expecta- 
tions of the public. The constitution of a District 

Board is alone to blame for this. By virtue of this constitution half the 
members are nominated by the Government. The Subdivisional Officers, the 
Civil Surgeon of the district, the Road Cess Deputy Collector, and the Deputy 


Inspector of Schools are its ex-officio members. The District Magistrate is its 
Chairman, and the Divisional Commissioner has revisional powers in all matters 


The working of the 


_ are 
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connected with the Board. This has made the official element all powerful in 
the Board, and the word of the Magistrate and the Commissioner its law! They 
can do whatever they like, and the elected Commissioners have practically no 
voice in the transaction of business. To take a particular instance, of the 
twenty members of the Nadia District Board, three are Joint-Magistrates in 
charge of the three subdivisions, one the Civil Surgeon of the district, one 
the Road Cess Deputy Collector, and another the rg Inspector of Schools. 
Besides these there are three indigo-planters and one Musalman, who are all on 
the official side. 
25. The Dacca Gazztte of the 14th December does not wonder that Sir 
7 : Alexander Mackenzie is no exception to the general 
inka der Mackenzie, ® yyle that whoever mounts the musnud becomes at 
once a changed man. Sir Alexander went to lay 
the foundation stone of the new drainage works in Calcutta, onthe invitation of 
the Commissioners, and he came away after roundly rating those who invited 
him. 
26. Many, observes the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 15th Dec- 
ember, have now been disillusioned. It is to be 
expected that Dr. Sircar will find out his mistake. 
It was he that strongly espoused the cause of Dr. Simpson, and was instru- 
mental in bringing him over to this country from Scotland, in the belief that 
a scientific Health Officer was all that was wanted to improve the sanitary 
condition of Calcutta. Experience shows that practice and not theory is wanted 
to improve the sanitation of the city, and not a scientist but a man who can 
properly look after the conservancy of the town and work the conservancy 
staff to the best of his ability, will make the best Health Officer of the Calcutta 
Municipality. Dr. Simpson has proved a failure. His conceit is measureless. 
It is not advisable to keep sucha man in the post of HealthOfficer. The Capital 
also holds this opinion. 
27. The Lieutenant-Governor, observes the Aitaisht of the 15th December, 
has enjoined the zamindars to try their best to 
witite of water remove water scarcity from Bengal. The zamindars, 
it is true, are not quite indifferent in the matter, 
but they no longer look upon the digging of tanks and wells as a religious duty. 
The Government, therefore, will not do well to depend entirely on the zamindars, 
who, although they ought to dig tanks and wells, are not under any obligation 
to do so. The District Boards, however, are bound to spend liberally on the 
improvement of water-supply, a considerable portion of their revenue being 
derived from the road cess. Last year, the revenue of the District Boards from 
this source alone amounted to 40 lakhs of rupees, but, strange to say, only 
sixty-six thousand rupees, of which Rs. 30,000 were contributed b Kumar 
Ashutosh of Kasimbazar, were applied to the digging of tanks and we ls. This 
ought to make it clear why the water-supply of the country is in its present 
unsatisiactory condition. In this year of distress, the zamindars will not be 
able to realise a single pice from their raiyats, but will have to assist them in 
many ways. The Government should not, therefore, remain indifferent, but 
should help the District Boards in meeting the impending water-scarcity. The 
District Boards on their part.should curtail their expenditure in other directions 


Dr. Simpson, a failure. 


and devote their undivided energy and attention to the improvement of the 


water-supply of the country. 
’ 98. he Bankura Tie of the 16th December complains of interference 


ane with the Bankura Municipality by the Magistrate 

The Bankura Municipality. = and the Civil Surgeon of the district. The munici- 
pal revenue amounts to Rs. 8,000 a year. a quarter of which is spent on the 
local charitable dispensary. The Civil Surgeon, however, 18 not satisfied with 
this. He wants to have the dispensary furnished with a complete set of first 
class surgical instruments, for which the poor manenpeey cannot afford to pay. 
The Civil Surgeon some time ago applied for and got an additional oo of 
Rs. 300 for this purpose, and has again applied for Rs. 700 more. The Commis- 
sioners having pointed out that they could not afford to pay so much, the 
Civil Surgeon applied to the District Magistrate, Mr. Bouhian Oeeler, who 


‘cipality to pay the required amount by curtailing the educa- 
at Ponder, tre Bag + necessary, the aid to middle » bec The 
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authorities seem to be bent upon laying the axe at the root of middle education. 
If the municipality fails to meet the Civil Surgeon’s demand, the municipal 
rates will be most probably enhanced. And this is called self-government ! 


(f \— Questions affecting the land, 


29. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 9th December says that the proposal 


to collect the rents in khas mahals through the 
Proposed collection of khas goency of farmers, instead of through Government’s 
ee own tahsildars, may be a good one for the Govern- 
ment and the farmers, but will prove a source of hardship to the poor raiyats. 
The condition of the people in this country is growing worse every day, and it 
is becoming impossible for them to pay their rents punctually. Under the 
existing ‘has management, raiyats often get respite from the Collector or the 
Deputy Collector on representing to him their inability to pay their fists. The 
tahsildars, too, are often considerate in this respect. But farmers will show 
no such mercy. Their commission will be with them the most important 
consideration, and they will therefore file certificates against defaulters as soon 
as the time fixed for the payment of a kis¢ will be over, and realise arrears b 
the sale of the defaulters’ interests. The Collector or the Deputy Collector 
will not, even if leniently disposed, be able to interfere with the proceedings of 
the farmers. It is, therefore, hoped that out of pity for the poor khas mahal 
tenantry, the Lieutenant-Governor will not sanction the proposal. 


(g)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


30. A correspondent of the Tripura Prakash for the first fortnight of 
Agrahayan says that it will be mere waste of money 
on roneeed re-excavation of akhal for the ‘Tippera District Board to re-excavate the 
it _ Guniauk khal in the north-eastern extremity of the 
Narail pargana without excavating some rivers which communicate with it. 
To make it possible for boats to pass from Brahmanbaria to the northernmost 
extremity of the subdivision throughout the year, there should be re-excavated, 
along with the Guniauk khal, which is four miles in length, two miles of the 
Sonai river southward from its junction with thai khal, and half a mile of it 
northward of that junction, and the whole of Khasti river from Otma to 
Fandauk, a length of seven miles. It will be a costly affair to undertake the 
re-excavation of this 14 miles of water-way, but if the whole of this length 
is not re-excavated, money will be merely thrown away by the dredging of the 
Guniauk khal alone. If the Board ete Bhoer-ote this expensive task, ‘it is to be 
hoped that it will not neglect to construct a roud along the bank of the khal 
from Harinbar to Otma. 


31. A correspondent of the Bangavust of the 12th December complains 

The Tollyganj khal. that the Tollygan j khal is gradually silting up. 
There remains no more than a foot of water in it 

during the ebbing time. This is due to there being two currents from opposite 
directions, one from the direction of the Hooghly and another from the direction 
of the Bidyadhari. ‘The consequence of this is that boats cannot load and 


unload in the khal most part of the month, thus causing great luss and incon- 
venience to tradesmen. 


(h)— General. 


32. An Assam correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 12th December brings 
hie be thie _ the following to the notice of Mr. Cotton, the new 
victet im the Assam Admi- Chief Commissioner of that Province:—An Extra 


Assistant Commissionership, with a pay of Rs. 600 
a month, fell vacant. The retired Chief Commissioner ignored the claims of 
Jsan Babu and J agat Babu, two able and experienced Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioners, and appointed another man to the post. Babu Dakshina Charan Sen is 


also an able public officer. Buthe has been serving as an Officiating Eatra 
pt ‘apne for the last few years, while inferior men have been made 
nD 
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I1I.—LEGIsLative. 
38. The Hétavadi of the 11th December writes as follows :-— ene 


Religious endowments legisla- 


Pte. | has become a dead-letter. the event of a 


mohunt or matwali not complying with the require- 
ments of the Act about the submitting of accounts, &c., and of his doing any 


other illegal act, the Act (vide section 14) does not allow an Endowment Com- 
mittee any easier or readier remedy than a suit in a Civil Court. There are 
three great drawbacks to this. In the first place, a large sum of money is neces- 
sary for conducting a suit successfully against a mohunt or matwali, for these 
men having the entire endowment at their disposal will carry their suit, if need 
be, even to the Privy Council. In the second place, even if money be somehow 
procured, such a suit must necessarily take a long time to come to an end, and 
if in the meantime the offending mohunt or matwali dies, no good whatever will 
be gained by so much trouble and expense. In the third place, even if a decree 
is obtained at last for the deposition of a guilty mohunt or matwali, it will do 
no good; for in the meantime the endowment will have been wholly wasted on 
the suit, and perhaps the shrine itself will have ceased to exist. Theremedy is 
thus worse than the disease, and that is why the Endowment Committees have 
gradually ceased to exist, and the mohunts and matwalis have become reckless 
and rampant for want of control. There is no way, therefore of protecting 
shrines, except by amending Act XX of 1860. 

34. The Sanjivani of the 12th December recommends Dr. Rash Behary 


_. Ghosh for the membership of the Supreme Legisla- 

—. Tey’ MB vocco age tive Conncil, which has fallen vacant by the expi- 

Imperial Legislative Council. ration of the Hon’ble Babu Mohini Mohun Roy’s 
term of office. 


V.— PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


35. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 7th December, writing from 
Bhattabari, in the Mymensingh district, says :— 

A severe famine is expected in this part of the 
district, The loss of the jute and aus crops obliged 
people to live for four or five months on rice bought at Rs, 6 to Rs. 7 per 
maund. Now the aman crop, too, has withered, and will not yield more than a 
6-anna outturn. ‘There is no prospect, also, of a rabi crop. Paddy sells at 15 
seers per rupee, and rice at Rs. 5-4 to Rs. 5-8 per maund. Most people are 
living on only one meal a day, and a large number of cultivators have sold their 
plough cattle in order to procure food. In all seriousness, the outlook here is 
exceedingly gloomy. Many people say that they did not witness such a famine 
during the last twenty-five or thirty years. If Government is not disposed to 
place much reliance on information obtained from private sources, it should 
appoint competent officers to make enquiries, and report to it the real condition 
of the people. 

_ Along with food-scarcity people are also suffering from scarcity of water. 
Tanks, khals, beels and rivers have already dried up this year. 
86. The Hitavadi of the 11th December says that Revd. Maloney’s letter, 
giving a graphic description of the miserable scenes 
The Secretary of State and the of destitution he witnessed at Gandia, which has 
TOY 9 er re been published in the Newcastle Daily Chronicle, 
bears date the 7th September 1896. In that letter the Reverend gentleman 
describes the people as absolutely powerless to procure any longer even fruits and 
leaves on which they were so long subsisting, and speaks of emaciated infants, 
unable to rise for want of food. Since the letter was written the distress must 
have become severer, and yet when visiting Ulwar two months later, the Viceroy 
declared that distress did not prevail in any severe form, and this declaration of 
his is being echoed by the Secretary of State in England. Could anything be 
more strange or heartless than this? a | 

37. The same paper says that the condition of the country has become 
very deplorable, People are dying of starvation, 
committing suicide in the pangs of hunger, and 
selling or abandoning their own children. ‘This is no figment of the brain, nor 
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is there any exaggeration in it. Reports to the above effect have been published 
in newspapers, and Government has not yet been able to contradict them. Even 
the correspondents of a paper which is so staunch a supporter of Government 
and so hostile to natives as the Englishman, report deaths from scarcity in the 
Balaghat and Bilashpur districts, as well as at Gandia and neighbouring villages 
in the Central Provinces. Is not this death. from starvation due to official 
remissness ? r : | 

Just imagine what the effect would have been if such a thing had happened 
in England. People are dying of starvation, and yet the Viceroy says that 
there is no severe distress in the-country. _ 

38. The same paper seys that from 250 to 300 cows are sold every 
week at the h4t which is held at Kusulia, near the 
village of Banstolla Vishnupur, in the Khulna 
district. In former years cattle were not sold at the hat at this time of the 

ear. Most of the purchasers are butchers. If the bovine race is exterminated 
in this way, the district will soon become a wilderness for want of cultivation. 
People have pledged away their lands for very small sums of money, and there 
is no one now to advance money against mortgaged lands. Most people have 
left home and migrated eastward. Unable to procure even leaves, the people of 
the neighbouring villages are committing suicide. Theft is rife, starving thieves 
set fire to houses, and when the inmates are busy extinguishing the fire, run 
away with no other booty than the pots of cooked rice in the houses. The 
zamindars are helping their distressed raiyats to the best of their power. But 
all their income is derived from their Zamindaris, and they have been able to 
realise no rent from their raiyats for the last two years. Their zamindaris, 
again, will be brought under the hammer if they fail to pay the Government 
revenue on the due date. 

39. The Bangavasi of the 12th December has the following :— 

A few drops of water in a red-hot cauldron 
produce a hissing sound before they are converted 
into vapour and evaporate. Similarly, the few showers of rain which fell of 
late on the parched Indian soil gave rise to a loud expression of joy in which 
the Viceroy and the English press took part. In this loud hurrahing the faint, 
struggling voice of the starving millions was drowned and their cry for food 
was not heard. ‘This has led to mournful consequences. In Central India 
starving men and women, reduced to skeletons, are haunting the streets like 
ghosts. They have even lost the power of begging for food. If they get food 
from others, they are choked to death in the hurry of greedily devouring it. 
No groan, no agonising cry, no clamour for food. In deathlike silence more 
eloquent than speech they express their agony and die by the hundred, leaving 
behind a heap of bones to whiten this country, this charnel-house of death. 

A correspondent of the Englishman gives a vivid description of the state of 
things in Central India, A starving woman came to beg with a dying child. | 
She forced a few grains of rice into the mouth of this starving skeleton, voice- 
less and motionless on her arms. The poor thing died with the few grains 
of rice in her meuth. Revd. Maloney also writes that many of these starving 
people are being choked to death in the very act of eating. In Central India 
starving people are met by passers-by lyimg motionless on the roads, in 
hospitals, near barracks and ‘f the side of jungles. Pour a few drops of water 

into their mouth, and they breathe their last in silence. Revd. Maloney found 
dead bodies in front of his house and by the side of his garden. Central India 
has now been converted into a vast cremation-ground, and what does the fast 
increasing heap of human skeletons bear witness to? Let Lord Elgin answer. 
Men are dying like worms in Central India, and cattle tike bugs. Within the 
last two months 7,533 hides were booked in three railway stations in Bombay 
and Central India. This means that about fifteen hundred head of cattle are 
dying every month in each of these stations. Hundreds more are dying, of 
=— gg Eager = 2 oe a 
_ In his after-dinner speeches at Ulwar, Jeypur, Bikanir and Udaipur, the 
Viceroy deluded the pe with hopeful heh eA ste His Excellence pride 
his audience that the Government would not let a single individual die from 
starvation, But in famine people die not only from starvation, but also from 
the effects of starvation—cholera and diarrhoea. Had Lord Elgin this fact in his — 
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mind when he assured us that he would not let a single death occur from 
starvation? Vain hope and vain -assurance! In Central India deaths from 
actual starvation are occurring. No disease, no pain, but men are dying by the 
score from sheer loss of strength brought on by long starvation. Like the 
light in an oilless lamp, strength is fast ebbing away in the foodless body, and 
the light of life is at last extinguished. What hope, what assurance has Lord 
Elgin now to give? How will he now delude the starving people? We must 
not be deluded any more, nor do we want to delude others. We want a hand- 
ful of rice and a piece of rag, and no more. Can en not afford to give us even 
this little, or do you grudge us even this small favour? When food fails 
us, we live on grass, on leaves, on anything and everything we can lay our 
hands on. We Hindus do and can do what even the African slave would 
shudder to think of doing. We ean bear what flesh and blood is hardly able 
to bear. When leaves and plants and roots fail us and it becomes impossible 
for us to live, will you not even then come to our rescue and lend us a helping 
hand? Is it too much to expect even this little help from you ? : 
There has been rain and the soil has been watered, but this has not im- 
proved the condition of the people. They sowed the seeds even in the parched, 
barren so:l, where they have dried up. The small stock of seeds which was 
still left them, they have now eaten up. What will rain avail? When rain was 
wanted and badly wanted, when rain would have given the people new life and 
vigour, the cloudless sky vouchsafed not a drop. Even tremendous torrents of 
rain will do the starving people no good now. The Hindu, the long-serving 
and long-suffering Hindu, knows how to die without a groan. They will now 
die by the hundred, by the thousand, greedy vultures will hold high revel on 
their heaped corpses, and the Viceroy will waltz merrily to the tune of their 


revelry. 

The life of the Indian has no value, because death is his only friend. He 
cannot feel the agony of pain because in patience and forbearance he has beaten 
even the immoveable hills hollow. This is the reason why the Indian’s distress 
does not move the rulers or break their heart. We are speaking out of the 
fullness of our hearts. It is now our only hope that all the poor starving 
people may not die, and a few of them may yet live. It is our humble prayer 
that the poor man’s house may ring with the merry voice of children. But Fate 
is against us. We are born not to live, but to die; not to enjoy, but to suffer. 
It breaks our hearts to say that children of the Goddess of plenty, we have to 
beg at England’s door for food. 

40. A correspondent of the same paper complains that food and water 

oes scarcity prevails in Muminpur, a village in the 
Food and water scarcity in &® Nadia district. There has been no rain for four 
village in the Nadia district j 
months. The prospects of the rabi crops are hope- 
less. Acute water scarcity prevails in Kathali, Kabithali and Sailgurhi, and 
people are carting water home from the Mathabhanga. The poor are starving. 
The middle classes are in great distress. 
41. The Lieutenant-Governor, observes the Sanjivani of the 12th December, 
in his Durbar speech made a feeling appeal to the 
The Lieutenant-Governor's ap- zamindars to co-operate with the Government in 
peal, A : ” ° ‘ 
grappling with the impending famine. There were 
two passages in the speech which are specially noticeable. The Government, 
said His Honour, fully realizes its obligation to protect every class of the com- 
munity in this distress. There is none whom these godly words will not inspire 
with gratitude to him who uttered them. It is not often that the Indian people 
hear such sympathetic words from their rulers, Let these words be proclaimed 
through the length and breadth of the country, let the distressed people rejoice, 
and let the officials try in right earnest to give effect to the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor’s noble policy. I shall remember, also observed His Honour, all who will 
now come forward to protect the lives of the poor, starving millions. Govern- 
ment officials are in the habit of valuing flattery more than merit, and this is 
the reason why the zamindars try more to flatter the big officials than to do 
really good work. Why is not Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya Chaudhuri’s 
example followed by his brother zamindars even in this acute distress? It is an 
open secret that in their opinion the royal road to honour lies through flattery 
more than through useful public service. If the Lieutenant-Governor can 
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remove this impression from their minds, they will no doubt come forward to 
relieve the distress of their poor countrymen.  ‘§ Hat ort 
42. The Dacca Gazetis of ry ge gee aol writes as follows ere 
| At this time of the year rice never sells under 
ce Gey ae — two rupees per Boek! fi But one will be startled 
to hear that rice is selling now in Barisal, Sylhet, and Tippera: itself. at 
Rs. 3-12 to Rs. 4 per maund. In the months of Jyaistha and Asar next,’ it 
will certainly be selling at Rs. 8to Rs. 9 per maund, if any’ is left in the 
country to be obtained even at that price, There was a bumper harvest ‘in 
Chandpur, in the Tippera district, but owing to a brisk export trade, ‘rice * is 
selling there at Rs. 3-12 per maund. The rabi crops have been nowhere good, 
and the prices of pulses have gone up very high. egetables are equally. dear. 
And salt, too, which was hitherto cheap, 1s now selling at an mereased price. 
People are still contriving to get at least one meal a day; but they shudder 
to think of the future. -. ae “7 eh pen 
43. The Som Prakash of the 14th December hears from its correspon- 
Tic Midieih ' dents that famine has actually broken out'in the 
northern part of the Burdwan district ; in Syamnagar 
and adjoining villages in the 24 Parganas district, in Manbhum, in Nator .and 
some other places in the Rajshahi district, in most-places in the Khulna district, 
in Mahadevpur and twenty or twenty-five adjoining villages in the Dinajpur 
district, in Velhanirasane and ten adjoining villages in the Malda district, 
in Magura, in the Jessore district, and in Darrang and some other plaees.in 
Assam. In the above places even many middle class people are not getting 
two meals a day. The poor are starving or living on wild vegetable‘sub- 
stances. Scarcity also prevails in Garibpur, Gotapara, and Amla, in the Nadia 
district, and in Harikhali, Renkarh, and Kasinda, in the Midnapore district. 
It is clear that in spite of the assurances which are being given by the Viceroy 
and the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, this province will be visited by a 
severe famine. The Governors of Bombay and Madras and the Lieutenant- 
Governors of the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces have realised the 
the situation. But the Viceroy is suppressing the truth by making too much 
of the recent small rainfall. : rida Bi x the econ i.e vib ely 
44, The Hindi Bangavasi of the 14th December likens Lord Elgin’s 
Lord Elginin the distress, 12difference in the matter of the famine to. that 
8 which Muhammad Shah, Emperor of Delhi, shewed 
to the messenger who brought a letter containing the news that Nadir Shah 
was about to bombard Delhi. The Emperor who was at the time the worse 
for liquor, threw the letter into a goblet of wine, and said that such a worthless 
iece of paper as that letter deserved to be thrown into the cup of wine. Lord 
gin, too, should not be disturbed by unpleasant famine news in the midst of 
his merry-making. 3 : 

45. The same paper is sorry that the Secretary of State, in spite of his 

hk thorough knowledge of the terrible nature of the 

lists DS *? ™™ “8° Indian famine, does not see any necessity for tak- 

ing prompt action to alleviate the prevailing dis- 

tress. According to his own statement the number of people suffering from 
the famine is 36,000,000. 

46. <A correspondent of the Hitaishi of the 15th December complains 
that famine has broken out in Sholakhad and 
fifty or sixty other villages in the Jessore district. 
In Sholakhad the labouring classes are in great distress, most of them are not 
getting even one meal a day, and many have to actually starve. A labourer earns 
on the average three annas per day, with which it is impossible to support 4 
family of four or five members at this time when coarse rice is selling at 
Rs. 5-8 per maund. The rab: crop has failed owing to want of rain in Kartik. 
It is due to the extensive cultivation of jute that the aus crop too was a meagre 
one. It is a pity that the prevailing distress in the country has not yet attract- 
ed the attention of the Government, which says that there is no scarcity in 
Bengal. The Lieutenant-Governor should personally pay a visit to these parts, 
and should not depend entirely upon the Magistrates, who have plenty of other 
work to do and cannot devote their time and attention to the complaints of the 
people, or gather minute information regarding the prevailing scarcity. 
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47. The Amrita Bazar Patrika, observes the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika 


: be a a of the 16th: December, does not approve. of the 
Peed: “peace baa inview of holding of a public meeting in Calcutta for the 
. ‘purpose of raising subscriptions for the relief of 

the famine-stricken people of Bengal. That paper tries to indirectly dissuade 
the Government from taking any part in the'proceedings of such a meeting 
and the rich men of the country from paying subscriptions, It is true that by 
doing away with the famine dund the Government has broken its promise, 
and has almost laid itself open‘ to the charge of misappropriation of ‘public 
money. But is that any reason why the starving millions should be allowed to 
die? Should Government be left alone in the attempt to avert: the impending 
calamity? The Pairika argues that the' upper and the middle classes of the 
country are too encumbered to conttibute anything to afamine fund.. Why 
then raise subscriptions for the holding of Congress. meetings? © It‘ is not right 


to raise subscriptions for the feeding of hungry people, but it is right to raise - 


them for the purpose of indulging the whim of attempting to do the impractic- 
able! Fine reason this, fit only for Bagbazar! — i OF Bs 
48, The Englishman,: observes the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 


| .: 17th December, praises Sir’ Alexander Mackenzie 
Py i om ga and Sir Antony ecause: he implicitly ‘depends on the ‘district 
) ee authorities for information regarding the state of 
the country in the present distress; but blames Sir Antony MacDonnell, 
because he is seeing things with his own eyes: This is very strange. Bécause 
Sir Antony sees things with his own eyes, it does not follow that he does ‘not 
yy his subordinates. There are few Lieutenant-Governors as good as Sir 

ntony. | s oe 


* 
- : 


VI.— Misce..aneous. 


49. The Pratikdr of the 11th December says that Government iy always 
| rae ready to spend money belonging to the Court ‘of 
,_dmprovement | of agriculture Wards’ Estates for the benefit’ of the public. | Nay, 
Oratt a it is‘ sometimes as ‘liberal as Détdkarna of the 
Hindu Puranas with that money. The Lieutenant-Governor: has’ instructed 
all managers of Wards’ Estates to' spend: money for the improvement of 
agriculture, and has not omitted to hint that the managers will bein danger 
of losing their appointments if they do not do this. = = = =*° >». 
Everybody will be glad to hear'that Government is taking such an 
interest in the improvement of agriculture. But schemes which look well on 
paper do not always come out handsomely in the execution. What Govern- 
ment means by improvement of agriculture is wasting money’ on strange 
agricultural experiments with the view of giving Indian cultivators some idea 
of the manner in which agriculture is carried on in England. The other year 
a large sum of money was expended from the estate of Asutosh Nath Rai of 
the Murshidabad district on the establishment of a model farm. But the farm 
produced nothing but a quantity of potatoes which could be grown by native 
cultivators with much less expense. Some good can, however, be done by 
distributing seeds to the cultivators. But it is painful to see the money belong- 
ing to minor Wards wasted by Government on the gratification of hobbies. 
50. The same paper says that when only a few months hence the estate 


of Babu Asutosh Nath Rai of the Murshidabad. 


A zanana hospital with a Ward’s istrict will’be taken over from the hands of the 
— Court of Wards, it does not look well:that it should 
be made to pay Rs. 77,000 for the construction of a. Dufferin Zanana Hospital 
in Berhampore. The money can be taken after the management of the estate 
has been transferred to the zamindar. Mr. Westmacott has always taken a 
kind interest in the estate of this minor, and is to be thanked for ordering the 
dismissal of Mr. Tarton, private tutor to the Ward, who was more a burden 
on the estate than in any way useful to his pupil. Mr. Westmacott is also to 
be thanked for the permanent improvements he has effected in Babu Asutosh 
Nath’s zamindari by the excavation of tanks and construction of roads at a 
large expense. ‘The Commissioner of the Presidency Division is now asked to 
consider whether the proposed grant ought to be allowed to be made from the 


estate for the purpose of a zanana hospital. 
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51. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 13th December has the 
The distance between the wget ‘dship between the modern Indian and 
nl rien 
———— the modern Anglo-Indian has become a rare thing. 
The Anglo-Indian hates the Indian, and the Indian does not love the Anglo- 
Indian. This distance between the two is gradually increasing, and this 
widening gulf does not bode the Government good. The Anglo-Indian will 
not cease to live and rule in India, and India cannot be rid of the Indian. 
The Indian will naturally claim 1is rights, and they cannot be long withheld 
from him. Sooner or later, willingly or unwillingly, they must be granted. 
What you must give, give straightforwardly and ungrudgingly: monopoly 
cannot last long. It is because this is not done that the distance between the 
two communities is increasing. The Indian of to-day cannot look upon the 
Anglo-Indian in the light in which the Indian of old used to do. In those 
days it was all patronage and favour on the side of the Anglo-Indian, and 
flattery and subserviency on the side of the Indian. A sense of equality 
between the two communities had not grown. The people had not unravelled 
the mysteries of the British administrative policy, im the eye of which there 
was no political difference between the Indian and the European. The 
Indian used in those days to look upon every Anglo-Indian as his ruler, but 
he now understands that he stands on the same political platform with the 
latter, and both are equally subject to the rule of the Queen-Empress and Par- 
liament, The Indian mee f this equality in the English law, in English policy, 
in the proclamations of Parliament and the Queen. Jn the conduct of the 
Anglo-Indian, however, he discovers a studied attempt to ignore this equa- 
lity. He naturally tries to make the Anglo-Indian change his attitude, and at 
every step appeals to the Queen’s proclamation. ‘The Anglo-Indian, however, 
does not brook all this. The change in the Jndian’s old servile attitude offends 
him. The consequence is hatred on one side and coldness on the other. The 
Anglo-Indian cannot bear the sight of the old order passing away, giving place 
to one that is new. He has not the patience to think of consequences. His 
hatred towards the Indian warps his judgment, and he fails to see that he has 
faults of his own. He holds the Indian responsible for all that is taking place. 
The distance is consequently increasing, and the gulf is widening every day. 
This bas naturally given farsighted Indians and Anglo-Indians cause for 
anxiety. The Indian and the Anglo-Indian must live together for a long time 
to come, and have dealings with each other. In the Indian household, so to 
speak, they are brother members, and if they quarrel, family disunion will be 
the consequence, and household management will become a matter of great 
difficulty. The wise, therefore, naturally desire to remedy this evil, but it is a 
pity that they do not agree in their diagnosis. Some hold caste responsible for 
the increasing distance and coldness between the two communities, but it is a 
fact that such disunion between the ruling community and the ruled has exist- 
ed, and still exists, in countries where the caste system does not obtain. There 
was no caste system in Italy and Austria. But what was the state of things 
in Italy when it was under Austrian rule? What also is the case as regards 
Austria and Hungary? There was, again, no caste system in Rome during 
the time of the Patricians and the Plebeians, and there is no such social in- 
equality in England and Ireland. Does dining together foster friendship ? 
Does affection consist in eating ? There is even now sincere friendship in some 
cases between the Indian and the Anglo-Indian, and caste does not stand 
between them. Itis generosity, and not dinner, that fosters friendship. It is 
not caste, but unkind treatment, that has created coldness. Treat your equals 
with equality. Jesus Christ says that all are equal in this world. tt is a pity 
that Christ’s teachings are honoured b by ett oil more in the breach 
than in the observance. True Christianity is sadly at a discount in the Anglo- 
Indian community. Friendship between an Indian and a Christian Missionary 
1s common, but friendship between an Indian and a Civilian or an indigo-plan- 
ter 1s rare. r 
An Englishman signing himself “W, E. A. W” writes in the Pioneer 
about the widening gulf between the Indian and the Anglo-Indian of the 
present day. The writer has stated many truths. He blames the Anglo- 
Indian and criticises at some length the conduct and behaviour of the Indian. 
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The writer is evidently a large-hearted and keen-sighted man. He has laid 


bare the Anglo-Indian’s faults, but he has not succeeded in diagnosing the — 


disease from the Indian’s point of view. 


The Anglo-Indian has always occupied, and still occupies, an exalted posi- 
tion. He looks upon himself as a superior being, and from his vantage ground 
looks down upon the Indian. Pride is the Englishman’s national vice, and it 
is this pride that is at the root of his unpopularity. The Indian of old re- 
garded himself as the Anglo-Indian’s inferior, and sought his patronage and 
favour. The Anglo-Indian, too, always stretched to him, from his exalted. posi- 
tion, a patronising hand. This gratified his vanity and tickled his sense of 
superiority. He was consequently in good humour, and looked upon the Indian 
with gracious eyes. 


All that is now changed. The Indian of the present day wants to 
approach the Anglo-Indian, not as a protegé, but as a friend, not as his inferior, 
but as his equal, not to seek his favour, but to seek his friendship. The Indian, 
in short, now wants to take his stand on the same platfo.m with the Anglo- 
Indian. ‘This wounds the Anglo-Indian’s vanity, this deprives him of the 
opportunity of giving ey of his condescension and patronage and of grati- 
fying his desire to lord it over the Indian. The consequence is disgust and 
dissatisfaction on his part. The Indian is no fool, and he reads the Anglo- 
Indian’s heart at a glance. Haughtiness on the one side naturally produces 
coldness on the other. Hatred produces distrust. The Indian offers his. heart, 
his friendship, his love, and in return he gets haughtiness, insult and hatred. 


He, therefore, keeps at a distance, and assumes a cold attitude towards the 
Anglo-Indian. 


The gulf is thus gradually widening, but it must be bridged over: and 
to bridge it over the Anglo-Indian must come down from his exalted position. 
He cannot get the Indian’s love from bis height. He may extort his fear, 
but fear cannot last long. The Pioneer’s correspondent has forcibly pointed 
this out. His article is second in importance only to Sir nehieed, olvin’s 
(then Mr. Colvin) article in that paper entitled: “If it be true, what does it 
mean?’ LPoth the articles have given equal satisfaction to the Indian public. 
It is easy to secure the Indian’s love and friendship. It is a full and fertile 
heart, and he gives a pound of gratitude for an ounce of kindness. It was with 
kindness that Lord Ripon won the hearts of the Indian people. A kind word 
makes the Indian forget a life-long misery. The Pioneer’s correspondent under- 
stands this. Pride grows into haughtiness, and there is no limit to self-conceit. 
Neither the Ilbert Bill nor the Congress is to blame for the increasing distance 
between the Indian andthe Anglo-Indian. It is the Indian’s endeavour to get 
his rights that offends the Anglo-Indian. It is the growing selfishness and 
injustice of the Anglo-Indian that must be held responsible for this undesirable 
state of things. 


52. The Dacca Gazette of the 14th December thinks that Government 

forgets the Chittagong Division when conferring 

Claim of the Chittagong Divi: titles, or it is difficult to explain why meritorious 

tan ip Serene’ See persons in the Tippera, Noakhali and Chittagong 

districts have received no recognition as yet of their merit at its hands. It is 

hoped that Mr. Skrine will see that Babu Mohini Mohan Bardhan, Government 
pleader of Comilla, gets a title on New Year's day. 


Urryva PAPERs. 


: ‘no to the reported hostile attitude of the Bombay Muham- 

. oe Ye towards the Indian National Congress, the 
Attitude of the Bombay Utkal Dipika of the 5th December observes that 
Mubammadans towards the Con- +h4 Government by looking on all its subjects with 
ies an equal eye, does not fail in its duties towards any 
articular class of the people under its rule, It is in this belief that the 
National Congress has been instituted in order that general wants and 
grievances may be brought to notice, for the Government cannot be supposed 
to know all things. The existence of a national organization like the Congress 


is not therefore unnecessary or undesirable. 
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. The same makes the following remark on His Honours the 

. yi Lieutenant-Governor’s Palmer’s Bridge speech:— 

His Honour's Palmer’s Bridge J¢ jg now universally admitted that the Lieuten- 
speech. ‘ant Governor is an impartial speaker who shows 
no undue respect for particular persons. That this is a sterling virtue cannot 
be denied, but everything has its season. It was not good taste on the part 
of a guest to abuse his host on an auspicious occasion. 


55. The same paper commends the action of Government in being watch- 
ful and in bestirring itself in devising measures for 
Relief necessary in the flooded the prevention of famine, but remarks that owing 
— to the extremely high price of rice the needy an 
the middle classes in the flood-stricken tracts urgently stand in need of relief 
without which it is not possible for them to save their lives. 
56. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 2nd December notes that 
Cosine ott sadly teitn Gel wong thefts of corn from the fields are on the 
57, The same paper writes :—The Lieutenant-Governor does not appear 
, _._. tohave yet realized the expediency of speedily or- 
ibgpnees, A speedy relief in oanizing some sort of relief for Orissa, and it can- 
ee not be said how far this is justifiable. But it cannot 
be gainsaid that at places complaints of want of food-grains have been heard. 
It is always better to stem the tide of dire distress by timely precaution. 
The chances may be that before a fully organized scheme is brought into 
operation many will have succumbed to starvation. 
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